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International application No. 
PCT/IL04/00497 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , > 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

1 | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

| | publication of the internadonal application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | intermtional preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report) : 

| | the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages Ml . as originally filed/furnished 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on 

: NONE received by this Authority on , 



the claims: 

12 and 13 



pages* HOME. 



pages* NONE 
pages* 14 



. as originally fned/rurnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
. received by this Authority on . 



received by this Authority on 21 March 20 05 (21.03.2005) 



the drawings: 
1=4 



pages* NONE 



pages* NONE 



as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on 
. received by this Authority on . 



[~1 a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



I | the description, pages. 



□ 
□ 
□ 



the claims, Nos 1? anri 13 



the drawings, sheets/figs. 



the sequence listing (specify): — _ 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specijy)- 



4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, 
since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages, 
the claims, Nos 



the drawings, sheets/figSL 



the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all ofHwse slieets may be marked "sup erseded. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims l-ll 




YES 


Claims none 




NO 


Inventive Step (IS) 


Claims 1-9 




YES 


Claims 10.11 




NO 


Industrial Applicability (IA) 


Claims 1-11 




YES 



Claims NONE 



2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 10 and 11 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over US Patent No. 4,588,400 to Ring et al. Ring 
discloses an absorbent pad containing saline (column 7, line 13) and antibiotic agents (column 8, lines 40-50). The pad is capable of 
absorbing tattoo ink. Though Ring does not explicitly state that the pad absorbs 5 grams of moisture per 10 cm in 20 minutes, Ring 
teaches that the absorbency of the pad can be altered in many different ways in order to provide various absorbing capabilities (see 
entire document). 

Claims 1-9 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method of 
removing tattoo ink from skin by puncturing the pigmented skin with a needle and absorbing the ink with a pad containing saline. 

Claims 1-11 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 
can be made or used in industry for the purpose of removing tattoo ink from the skin of a person. 
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Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 



THe following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are folly 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claim 1 is objected to under PCX Rule 66.2(a)(v) as tacking Canty under PCT Article 6 because claim 1 '"^^J"^ fee 
following reasons): Claim 1 states that the step of injecting a solution is opuonal m line 7. It is unclear where this step should be 
included or excluded from the claimed method. 

included in the claimed invention. 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY ^1°^^^ 



14 - 



10. An adsorbent pad suitable to absorb moisture from an aqueous mixture 
of tattoo ink; wherein the amount of absorbent material in said pad is 
such that it draws up no more than about five grams of said moisture 
per ten cm* of area of said pad in a period of no more than twenty 
minutes. 

11. An adsorbent pad as claimed in claim 10, further comprising one or 
more antiseptic and/or antibiotic materials. 
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